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ACCOUNT 


Iſland of NewroUxDLAND; 


WITH 


The Nature of its » Wn. and Me- 
thod of carrying on its FlsHERT. 


WITH 


Rr AsONs for the great Decreaſe of that 
valuable Branch of TRADE. 


| HE Ifland of Newfoundland 1s not 
> inhabited any- where, but along the 


Sea Shore; and there are but very 
few People that know any Thing of the in- 


terior Part: Almoſt all the Country, for ſe- 


veral Miles from the Sea, is covered with 
Woods of different Kinds, very uſeful for 
B - 


| (223 
Ship and Boat- building; alſo, for erecting 
Stages and Flakes for curing. and * 
Fiſh. | | 


I have been between Twenty and Thirty 
Miles into the Country, where Ifound the 
Land clear of Woods, which produced, vety 

good Paſturage. I ſaw great Numbers of 
Deer, of a prodigious Size, and vaſt Quan- 
tities of Partridges, Wolves, and Foxes; 
and in the Lakes and Rivers (which are nu- 
merous) there are Bever, Otter, Trout, Wild 

| _ and * in great — 


It is very ſurpriſing, that, for ſo many 
Years paſt, no Care has been taken to im- 
prove ſo valuable a Branch of Commerce 

as the Newfoundland Fiſhery might be to 

4 Great Britain! This Trade, to my certain 

Knowledge, for many Years, remitted, in 
Specie, near a Million Sterling, to the Mo- 

ther Country: And at this Time, I dare ſay, 

it does not remit One Sixth Part of chat 


Sum. 


'T he "ER of the Amis and of 


Trade and ane did, 1 ſuppoſe, 
| and 


CEL 

and do till, think, the Commodores or 
Governors of | Newfoundland always ſend 
them a juſt State of the Fiſhery, I be- 
lieve they wiſhed to have done it; and, 
dare ſay, they thought it exact. The Me. 
thods they take are as follow. 


The Commodore or Governor generally 
arrives at St. John's ſome Time in June, and 
ſails again in September, or the Beginning of 
Octeber, for Europe: Therefore, ſuppoſe him 
to be on that Coaſt three Months, and, con- 
formable to his Inſtructions, he is obliged 
to have a State of the Fiſhery made out, in 
order to be ſent to the Board of Trade, Sc. 
in Conſequence of this, his Clerk goes to 
one of the Magiſtrates on Shore, and deſires 
him to ſend to each of the Harbours, one 
of thoſe States, ruled and worded, ready to 
be filled up (for Example). The Magiſtrate 

ſends one of them to a Merchant at Har- 
bour Grace (which is one of the Harbours 
in Conception Bay), who, in the Hurry of 
Buſineſs, fills it up at Random, thinking tt 
mere Matter of Form, and of little Con- 
ſequence; for had he been ever ſo deſirous 
of being exact, he could not have been fo 
„ „ without 


(4) 

without a vaſt deal of Trouble, as the Bay 
18, at leaſt, ſeventy Miles round, and Boats 
kept in every Creek and Cove of it. This 
State 1s returned to the Governor, and he 
ſends it Home to England, taking it for 
granted to be right; by which Method the 
Commodore, who is Governor during his 

Command there, can know very little more 
of the Matter than if he had remained at 

Portſmouth, or Fes. 


I remember one of the above Kind of 
Returns being ſent to the Governor, with 
an Account of the Number of Boats kept, 
the Quantity of Fiſh and Oil caught, Gc, 
Sc. Having a Boat and Men of my own, 
T had the Curioſity to know how near they 
came to the Truth, and therefore began at 
Bay Verds in Conception Bay, and went into 
every Creek and Cove quite round to Por- 
| tugal Cove, which is the other Extremity 
| of the Bay, and found they had not got 
within a Third Part in any one Account. 


| I found in that Bay 496 Boats kept, and : 

= computed, on an Average, each Boat caught 

500 Quintals of Fiſh (tho' many caught 
750 


(5) 


750, and ſeveral, at Trinity Harbour, 990); 
theſe make 248,000 : I allow for the Ship- 
ping about 10,000. which make 258, ooo; 
and allow, for Men. Women, and Chil- 
dren, employed in catching and curing the 
Fiſh of each Boat (as they all equally work), 
10; which will make 4960; and for the 
Shipping 300; making, in all, 5, 260 Peo- 
ple. It is not ſo eaſy to come at the exact 
Quantity of Oil, as ſome Tears the Livers 

of the Fiſh yield as much more than in 


others; and ſome Years the Cape Cod Men 


meet with great Succeſs in the Whale Fiſh- 
ery, and at other Times little or none, 
either in that or the Seal Fiſhery. Some 
Years, from the Shore Fiſh, you have Three 
Hogtheads of Oil to an Hundred Qujntals : 
But from the Bank . Fiſh you have but a 
ſmall Quantity; however, I ſhall allow 
One Hogſhead 5. Hundred Quintals ; 
which will be 645 Tuns of Train Oil. I 
have known chat Oil ſeil, at Newfoundland, 
from 8/. to 16/. per Tun; and in England, 
from 147. to 36/7. fer Tun, as the Fi 
of Conception Bay was reckoned equal to 
One Quarter Part of the whole Fiſhery of 
Ne- ound and, from the Year 1745 to 1752 


(that 
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(that is to ſay), Trinity, Bonaviſtia, Cata- 
line, with the Creeks thereunto belonging, 
One Quarter; Bay Verd, Carboneire, Har- 
bour Grace, and the ſeveral Creeks and 
Coves thereto belonging, a Quarter; T: ar- 
bay, Kidvide, St. Johns, and Patty Har- 
bour, a Quarter; Bay of Bulls, Firiland, 
Firmoves, Trapaſſey, and Placentia Bay, an- 
other Quarter Part: So that the whole Pro- 
duce of Fiſh and Oil, for one of the afore- 
ſaid Years, will be (excluſive of the Whale 
and Seal Oil), Fiſh, 1,032,000 Quintals ; 
Oil, 5,160 Tuns. 


Fiſh, upon an Average, ſell, at foreign 
Markets, from Eighteen to Thirty Shillings 
per Quintal : But ſuppoſe it at Twenty, it 
will then amount to One Million, and 


Thirty-two Thouſand Pounds Sterling. Oil 


is often ſent to Spain, which, upon an 


Average, ſells at 18 J. per Tun, it will then 


amount to Ninety-two Thouſand, Eight 
Hundred and Eighty Pounds Sterling, 


I ſhall make no Calculation on the 'Fur 


Trade, which was very conſiderable before 
| "I the 


1 
the French had ſuch vaſt Poſſeſſions to the 
Northward. | | 


The Salmon Fiſhery is of no great Con- 
ſequence, there being but few Hands em- 
ployed in it, tho', before the French were 
ſo powerfyl to the Northward, many Hun- 
dred Teirces were cured, and ſent to > the 
alan Markets yearly. | 


Theſe Branches of Trade (both of Cod 
and Salmon) were never ſo extenſive as 
when the Government ſhewed a defire of 
protecting the Merchants and Inhabitants, 
| which was in the Year 1745, when that 
noble Reſolution was taken of augmenting 
the Garriſons, with a ſufficient Number of 
Troops, and ereCting Batteries at ſuch Places 
as appeared then neceſſary for the Protection 
of the Merchants and Inhabitants of the 
Iſland ; had thoſe Forts and Batteries conti- 
nued on the Footing then eſtabliſhed, the 


Fiſhery would not have dwindled away in 
the Manner it has done. It is very true the 


Fiſh did not come for eight or'ten Years paſt 
in ſuch Shoals as they had formerly done ; 
therefore ſo great a. Quantity could not be 


caught; but I dare anſwer, that at leaſt as 
much 
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much more would have been caught, had 
thoſe people been protected, who had always 
been concerned in that Branch of Trade. 


An Iriſhman can't catch as much Fith as a 


Weſt Country or Newfoundland Man, which 


isas true, asthat a Man who never had an Oar 
in his Hand, cannot row equal to a Wherry- 
man, who has been uſed to it all his Life. 


1 have ſeen two Boats along. Side of each 


other fiſhing, the one manned by People of 


the Weſt Country and Newfoundland, the 
other by Ir:/þ; the former has loaded in 
ſeven or eight Hours, and the latter not able 
to load in the Day ; the former are People 


who were trained up in it from the Time 


they were able to walk, the latter ſeldom or 


ever engage in it till they are above twenty 


Years of Age; therefore can never be able 
to arrive to the ſame Degree of Perfection as 
the other; for there is as much Attention re- 


quired in catching a Cod, as there is in ſtrik- 


ing a Salmon or Trout with a Fly. 


N 
Unfortunately for the Government, as 
well as thoſe concerned in the Newfoundland 


Trade, ſoon after the Treaty of Aix la Cha- 


pelle, 


1 | 

pelle, ſeveral of the Forts were diſmantled, 
and moſt Part of the Troops taken from the 
other Garriſons, and ſent to the Continent of 
America. By this Means the Traders and 
Inhabitants were left to ſhift for themſelves 
without Troops to ſupport the Magiſtrates in 
the Execution of Juſtice, At this Time 
great Numbers of 1r:/h Roman Catholics were 
in the Iſland as Servants ; but no fooner had 
the Troops been fent away, than they be- 
came the moſt outrageous Set of People that 
everlived: Robberies were committed almoſt 
every Day in one Place. or other, the Ma- 
Fgiſtrates inſulted in the Execution of their 

Office, and the Chief Juſtice murdered ; 
many hundreds of the Weſt of England 
People were afraid of going over, many of 
the Newfoundland Men left the Iſland, and 
the Roman Catholics tranſported themſelves 
by Hundreds from Ireland: So that at the 
Time the French took the Country, the 1r1þ _ 
were above fix Times the Number of the 
Weſt Country and Newfoundlanders : In 
| ſhort, they were in Poſſeſſion of above three 
Quarters of the Fiſh Rooms and Harbours 
of the Iſland, who conſequently received the 
French with open Arms. And during the 
Time the French were in Poſſeſſion of the 
g Iſland, 


(10) 
Ifland, the Merchants and Inhabitants fof. 
fered more. Crucltics ſrom the Vid Roman 
Catholics, than they did from the declared 
Enemy. | 


The Fiſheries of Newfoundland 's were ori- 
ginally carried on by the Ships only, and 
none allowed to Fiſh but ſuch as cleared 


out of ſome Port in Great Britain: But, in 
Time, thoſe concerned in that Trade found 


much greater Advantage by fiſhing in Boats 
along the Shore ; in conſequence of which, 


they found it neceffary for Numbers to re- 
main 1n the Ifland during the Winter, in or- 


der to build Boats for the Service of the en- 
ſuing Seaſon, as alſo to get Materials out of 
the Woods, for their Fiſhing Rooms, &c. 


This is a Branch of the Fiſhery that 


| ſhould be taken moſt particular Notice of, 


as it is found to be, by far, the moſt advan- 


tageous: Therefore great Amendments 
ſhould be made in the Act of Parliament, 


relative to the Fiſhery of Newfoundland ; 
the greateſt Encouragement ſhould be given 
to thoſe that would reſide there in the Winter, 
as they are not only uſeful in preparing 


every Thing neceſſary for the Voyage, but 


alſo 


(207 ) 
alfo often begin fiſhing a Month before the 
Ships come from Europe. 


A great deal has been ſaid concerning the 
Newfoundland Fiſhery, by many of the 
News Writers, and others; but I have not 
found that any of them hive the leaſt No- 
tion of it. Some would have it, that the 
beſt, Part of it was given away when the 
Iſlands of St. Peter and Mzquelon were ceded 
'to the Prench; others thought, when you 
had drove them from Cape Breton, the 
Fiſhery was ſecured to us; ſome, again, 
would have Canſo to be the beſt Part of 
the Fiſhery ; ; others preferred Halifax ; and 
even ſome went ſo far as to think Boſſon in 
New England a very convenient Place to 
carry on the Fiſh Trade: But I will take 
upon me to ſay, that you need not be jea- 
lous of all the Cod Fiſheries in the World, 
| had you all to the Northward of Cape Race 
in Newfoundland. But I am ſorry to ſay, 
that the French have, by far, the beſt Part 


of it. 


It is very true, that Fiſh are caught, in all 
thoſe Places I have mentioned, but only at 
C2 a CCr» 
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a certain Time of the Year; ſeldom or 
ever after May. There were, ſome Years 
ago, a Set of Merchants, at Boſton, who 
formed themſelves into a Company, with 
great Expectations. They hired. many 
of the Neugſcundland Maſters of Veſ- 
ſels into their Service; but, in about Two 
Years, the Company found their Endeavours 
of no Effect; therefore gave over all 
Thoughts of purſuing it any longer, as their 
Loſſes were very great. 


There are ſtill Schooners kept, by parti- 
cular People, to fiſh ſome Part of the Year 
only: No one took more Pains than Mr. 
Alderman Janſſen, to puſh the Fiſhery at 
Halifax, but to no Purpoſe : The ſame may 
be ſaid of Canſo, &c. &c. 


Many have been the Times when the 
Maſters of Veſſels have left the Banks with 
a fine Loading of Fiſh ; and, when they ar- 
rived at the aforeſaid Places, upon opening 
their Hatches, found all their Cargo turned 
to Maggots. 


The great Staple for Fiſh, is from Cape 
| Race, all along the Eaſtern Coaſt of New- 
foundland 
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foundland to the Streights of Belliſe, and 
from thence to Point Rzche (the Part inha- 
bited by the Engiiſb), which begins in Pla- 
centia Bay, and continues all along Shore to 
 Trapaſſee, Fermoves, Feriland, and as far 
Northward as Cape Bonavi/ta. 


The French, at the Time they were in 
Poſſeſſion of Cape Breton, had a ſmall Fiſh- 
ery carried on at Louiſburg, and at ſeveral 
Creeks and Coves oppofite to the ſaid Iſland 
on the Coaſt of Newfoundland, and ſome 
within the Gulph of St. Laurence; but 
their greateſt Reſource, was from Cape Bo- 
nauiſta to Point Riche. 


This was the Fiſhery we had then Cauſe to 
lament the Loſs of; and, indeed, ſo we 

have to this Day; the Fiſh in thoſe Parts 
being in greater Abundance, and the Fiſh- 
ery carried on at Half the Expence, the 
Weather being much better for curing, be- 
cauſe the Fogs don't go any farther North- 
ward than the great Bank of Newfoundland 
(the Northward Point of which runs to 
Latitude 48 or 49 Deg.), which is ſome- 
thing to the Northward of Bonavi/ta. . 


It 
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Tt may be aſked, Why don't our Fiſh- 
ermen extend their Fiſheries Northward ? 
The Reaſon is very clear: The Expence of 
building Storehouſes, clearing of Plantations, 
and building Fiſhing Rooms, Stages, &c. 
Sc. are very expenſive; therefore none 
would embark in it, without a Certainty of 
Protection, both in Time of Peace and 
War; as it takes ſome Years to be properly 
fixed to carry on the ſaid Trade. There is 
not any Thing ſo advantageous and neceſ- 
fary, as to have Numbers of People re- 
main in the Country the whole Winter. 


It is very clear, that not a Foot of the 
Country from Cape Sable, in. the Bay of 
Fundy, to Cape Race, in Newfoundland, 1s 
worth One Shilling to England, otherwiſe 
ö than the Troops yon keep there, are a 
[1 Check upon the French and Indians. 


We have now an Opportunity of eſta- 
bliſhing that moſt valuable Branch of the 
Fiſh Trade; and there is nothing wanting 
but our falling on a proper Method to make 
the Returns double to what they ever have 


jb on 


been. 
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I would therefore propoſe, that a Go- 
vernor for the whole Ifland ſhould reſide at 
St. John's, which ſhould be the Capital, as it 
is the moſt convenient Place to make up a 
Convoy; and it is likewiſe the neareſt Place 
that can be for the Center of Trade, and * 
alſo the moſt Eaſtern Part of the Ifland ; 
by which. Means, Ships cannot be imbayed; 
but, in Half an Hour after they are out of 
the Harbour, they have Sea Room enough, 
and can ſtand North or South with great 
Safety. $2775 2 


. St. John's, Feriland, Carboniere, and Tri- 
zity Harbours, ſhould be put on the ſame 
Footing, they were intended in 1745; and 
ſuch other Forts and Batteries, ſhould be 
| erected at ſuch Harbours, as ſhould be found 
uſeful and advantageous for carrying on the 
Fiſhery to the Northward. 


St. John's, from 1745 to 1750, was very 
well garriſoned by Four Companies of Foot, 
a Captain of Artillery, with about Fifty 
Men ; it was alſo well ſupplied with all 


Manner. of Stores, and about Forty Pieces 
of Cannon. 


Fer- 


(WF 


Feriland, Carbanere, and Trinity Har- 
bours, had each an Officer of Artillery, 
with about Eighteen or Twenty Men, and 
an Officer of Foot and Thirty Men, were 
intended for each of thoſe Places. There 
were as many Cannon, with Powder and 
Shot, and in ſhort all Manner of Stores, that 
were found neceſſary for their Defence, 
with about 200 ſmall Arms at each Place, 
for the uſe of the ** 


Had thoſe Places e on the before- 
mentioned Footing, I am convinced, that 
France cquld not have ſent an Armament 
againſt it at the Time they did, to meet with 
any ſucceſs, and indeed the ſucceſs they 
met with at the Time they took it, was 
chiefly owing to the Iriſh Roman Catholics. 


I am of opinion, that none but the Inha- 
bitants of Great Britain, Newfoundland, with 
Jerſey and Guernſey, (being Proteſtants) ſhould 
have the Privilege of being poſſeſſed of any 
Fiſh Rooms, or Plantations in the Iſland of 
Newfoundland. The Triſh Romiſh Catholics 
are uſeful as Servants, but very dangerous in 
that Part of the World, when in Power. 


I would 
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I would propoſe, that all Manner of Ne- 
ceſlaries for the ſupport of the Fiſhermen, | 
ſhould be made as cheap as poſſible, pro- 
_ vided you don't hurt the Mother Country. 
Every Thing for the carrying on this immenſe ' 
Branch of Trade, is the Product of Eng- 
land, except Beef, Pork, and Butter, from ' 
 dreland; Rum, Sugar, and Melaſſes, from 
the Weſt-Indies and New-England; as alſo a. 
good deal of Bread and Flour, from Neu- 
York, Phi ladelphia, e &c, 


We bers from Portugal and Spain, Salt 
and Olive Oil, and a mere Trifle of Port 


and Liſbon Wines; Oil is what the Fiſher- 
men cannot do without, to eat with ſalt Fiſh, 


both Winter and Summer; and as the Oil 
muſt firſt be brought to England, and then 
re-ſhipped for Newfoundland, notwithſtand- 
ing it leaves but the meereſt Trifle at the 
Cuſtom Houſe, yet the double Freight, and 
many other Expences, make it come ex- 
ceeding dear to the Fiſhermen; therefore 
was it allowed to be taken on Board the 
Ships that are conſtantly returning from 
Liſbon, and other Ports, with Salt to New- 
foundland, the Fiſhermen would be able to 
D purchaſe 


090) 
purchaſe it at 75 per cent. cheaper, than its 
coming by the Way of England. 


There is an illicit Trade carried on from 
Jerſey and Guernſey, that I think hurtful to 
the fair Trader, viz. French Brandy, Can- 
vas, Cordage, and ſundry other Commodi- 
ties, not of ſo much Conſequence as the 
Former. 


Every Two Boats * will require the fol- 
lowing Stores and Neceſſaries (in order to 
fit them out for the Fiſhery), nearly calcu- 
lated at what they coſt in England. 


The Boats are always built in Newfound- 
land. 


Two Sets of Sails — RW = 0 % 
Two new Roads - - 7 120 
J - - 4 33 O 


Carried over L 28 qv 


F "IR 2 „ td. * — 


* My Reaſon for calculating for Two "_ is, 
ce: moſt People keep more than One; and 
many of thoſe Things that are neceſſary for one, will 
ſerve both, | 


Four 


( 19 ) 


Brought over 4 13 
Four Graplins -_ - - 8 4 0 
Bread Boxes and Keggs] - 1 4 © 
Kettles and F ryipg Pans o 15 0 
Six hundred fiſhing Hooks 1 16 © 
Pewes and Gafts = - - o 6 0 
Six Splitters and four Cutters O 10 © 
Two Lanthorns «= - - © 7 © 
Two Boats Campaſſes - o 8 0 
Gimblets and Files 0 5 © 
Two hundred Weight of Lead 1 16 © 
Four dozen long Lines - 2 8 © 
Six ditto Rand Twine - 0 9 © 
Four Saucepans - - - o 4 0 
Bowles and Platters - - o 8 o 
A Mooring and ſmall An- 
Eher = 16 62 
Two Hatchets - - G 4 © 
Squede Hooks - - - © $5 © 
Squede Line - - o 8 o 
One Hundred Weight of 
ſorted Nails - - = 1 12 0 


For the Shoremen that catch 
the Bait and cure the Fiſh, viz. 


Bait Boat, with Sails and ſun- 
dry Materials - - 9 © 0 


Carried over C 68 14 o 
Dr A Lance 


(wo). 


0-0 0 eo: 


Brought over Y 68 14 

A Lance Swaine '= = = 13 0 

Six Herring Nets . 

Two Coding Nets -- 2 10 
Three hundred Weight of 

Swaine Line © 14 


0 


Pots, Kettles, Fryingpans, 

Saucepans, Bowls, Plat- 

ters, Gunpowder, Shot, 

Hammers, GS. 8 10 0 
Sundry Sorts of Nails 000 
Four Hatchets - =- 0 8 0 


Suppoſe Two Thouſand Boats are kept, 
and Neceſſaries carried out of England, 
yearly, for every Two Boats, at the above 
Calculation (exeluſive of the Boats them- 
ſelves), will, in the Whole, make 108,300 J. 
With Cloathing, of different Sorts, ſent from 
England for 21,040 People, at Six Pounds 
each; will amount to 126,240/. The 
Amount of Proviſions, at Eight Pence per 
Dian, carried out of England for the above 
Number of Men, for Eight Months (which 

| | 18 


4 ö = 


© ) ' 

is the nge Time they are on \ that Service) 
will be 171, 125 JI. 6s. 8 d. So that this 
valuable Trade will take yearly, from Eng- 
and, to the Amount of Four Hundred and 
Five Thouſand, Six Hundred and Sixty-five 
Pounds, Six Shillings, and Eight Pence, 
Sterling, per Annum, excluſive of the Wear 
and Tear of Shipping. | 


am convinced, was this Trade carried 
on as it ought to be, and proper Settle- 


ments made to the Northward, F orty Thou- 


ſand People might be employed in it; and, 
conſequently, the Exports and Returns, ta 
and from England, would be double. 


* 


The yearly Returns] 
for Fiſh and Oil, from | pig, 
1745 to 1752, at they % 932-9005 
Calculation made on this Oil, 92,880“. 
Account, will be, for 


There is one Circumſtance more, which 
I muſt beg Leave to obſerve, viz. That 
7 am ſure the French would never have 
made fo great a Point in getting a Foot- 


ing 


boy FF S 1 OT" RET 
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( 22 ) | 
ing on the Iſlands of St. Peter's 10 Mi- 
quillon, but with a View of being en- 
abled to come at Fiſh at a much cheaper 
| Rate than they could (or can poſſibly) catch 
it, which is by carrying on an illicit Trade, 
with the Fiſhing People of Newfoundland. 
It js inconceivable what Quantities of French 
Rum, Melaſſes, &c. they bartered with 
the Newfoundland Traders, when they were 
in Poſſeſſion of Cape Breton; and how 
much more will they do ſo now, when they 
are ſo much nearer our Iſland of Newfound- 
land, I have known them bring Ships 
even into ſeveral of the Bays of New- 
foundland, and Boats and Ships have met 
them, without ever coming to an Anchor, 
and exchanged with them; to the Amount 
of their whole Cargo. 


I cannot help again obſerving the Ab- 
ſurdity of a Captain of a Man of War's 
being Governor of ſo extenſive a Branch 
of Trade. It is not in the Nature of 
Things, from their ſhort Reſidence there, 
that they can ever arrive to any Degree of 
Knowledge of it. I have known them 
give Grants to particular People, that would 
have ruined the whole Trade, and could 


mention 


CHE 
mention the Names of thoſe Governors, 
but rather chuſe to avoid it, as they did it 
for want of a true Knowledge of the 
Trade, and therefore were liable to be im- 
poſed upon by deſigning People. Sir George 
Rodney, when he was Governor, invalidated 
ſeveral of them, and one, in particular ; 
which was a Patent for a Man to have the 
ſole Privilege of drawing Baite at a certain 
Beech; which, had it remained in Force, 
. would have ruined the remaining Part of 


the Inhabitants for Forty Leagues along 
the Coaſt, | 
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| Newfoundland Fr SHE RY, 
WITH A 
P L A N 
55 cn Propoſed to the 


ADMINISTRATION 
The r2th of May, 1761, 

To exclude the French gem that TRADE. 
Sa. Cray T. COL E. 


H E French, as appears by the Thir- 
teenth * Article of the Treaty of 
W cede the whole Iſland of Neu- 


E 1 


Fr. 


ad 1 — 


„ lb. 


* The Thifwenth Arten of the The of Utrecht. 
« The Ifland called Newfound/and, with the adjacent 
Iſlands, ſhall, from this Time forward, belong, of 


: N Right, 
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foundland to the Queen, reſerving only te 


themſelves, the Liberty of Fiſhing on the 
Coaſt, from Cape Bonaviſta, to the Northern 
Point of the ſaid Iſland ; and from thence 
running down by the Weſtern Side, ſtretch- 


ing as far as Point Riche: Alſo, to build 
Stages, made of Boards, and Huts, neceſ- 


ſary and uſual for Drying their Fiſh; but 


Right, wholly to Britain and, to that End, the Town 


and Fortreſs of Placentia, and whateyer other Places, in 
the ſaid Iſland, are in Poſſeſſion of the French, ſhall be 
yielded and given up within Seven Months from the Ex- 
change of the Ratifications of this Treaty, or ſooner, if 
poſſible, by the Moſt Chriſtian King, to thoſe who have 
2 Commiſſion from the Quecn of Great Britain for that 
Purpoſe. Nor ſhall the Moſt Chriſtian King, his Heirs 
and Succeſſors, or any of their Subjects, at any Time 
hereafter, lay Claim to any Right to the ſaid Iſland and 
Iſlands, or to any Part of it, or them. Moreover, it 
ſhall not be lawful for the Subjects of France to fortify 
any Place, in the ſaid Iſland of Newfoundland, or to erect 
any Buildings there, beſides Stages made of Boards and 
Hutts, neceſſary and uſual for drying of Fiſh, or to re- 
ſort to the ſaid Iſland beyond the Time neceſſary for 
Fiſhing, and drying of Fiſh, but it ſhall be allowed to 
the Subjects of France to catch Fiſh, and to dry them on 
Land in that Part only, and in no other beſides that, of 
the ſaid Iſland of Newfoundland, which ſtreaches from 
the Place called Cape Bonnaviſta, to the Northern Poing | 
of the ſaid Iſland, and from thence running down by 
the Weſtern Side, reaches as far as the Place called 
Paint Riche, &e. c.“ | 


not 


( 27) 
not to reſort thither beyond the Time of 
Fiſhing, and Drying of Fith. | 


As it ſeems clear, by the Terms of this 
Treaty, that the French Plenipotentiaries 
were better inſtructed than ours, in Re- 
gard to the Value of the Fiſhery; they 
choſe the North Part of the Coaſt, where 
the Fiſh are more plentiful, better in Kind, 
and are dried in a great deal leſs Time; 
the Air being clear and dry, during the 
Fiſhing Seaſons; by which Means, they 
cure their Fiſh at much leſs Expence, and 
get to the Markets ſooner than our People 
poſſibly can; and, conſequently, carry their 
Fiſh there in better Condition than we do 
ours: Becauſe the South Part of this Coaſt, 
where our People fiſh, is always covered 
with Fogs, and mizzling Rains; which 
keep the Fiſh ſo long in drying, that the 
Maggots breed in them, and render them 
of leſs Value, at the European Markets. 
But within a few Years after the ſigning of 
the aforeſaid Treaty, our People became 
perfectly acquainted with the Differtnce be- 
tween the North and South Parts of the faid 
Ifand, and how much the North - Part was 


E 2 pre- 


(28 ) 

preferable to the South in the Expence of 
catching, curing; and drying of Fiſh; and, 
likewiſe, how much ſooner the French got 
to the Markets than they did, as well as the 
Preference that was given to their Fiſh, which 
encouraged our People to make an Attempt 
to fiſh there alſo; having, by the Treaty, 
more than an equal Right, upon the North 
Part of the Coaſt of the ſaid Hand : But 

they found, that the French had not only 
built-Hutts and Stages on. all the beſt Parts 
of that Coaſt, but aſſumed an excluſive 
Right of fiſhing there: So that in or about 
the Year 1742, they fired on our Fiſhing 
Veſſels, and. deftroyed ſome of their Boats. 
Complaints of thoſe Inſults being made to 
our then Miniſters, a Remonſttance was 
made to the Court of France; but no Sa- 
tisfaction being inſiſted on, on our Side, the 
Engl. fb Fiſhermen never ventured to go 
there any more, leſt ſurther Miſchief ſhould 
enſue, - The French then ſo far ſucceeded in 
that moſt valuable. Branch, of Trade, as to 
get the Preference in moſt of the European 
Markets; which, at a moderate Compu- 
tation, makes 4 ee to this Nation, 
in the Sale of Fiſh, of upwards of Two 
- Millions 


( 25.) 


Millions Sterling per Amun. Beſides the 
important Conſideration of thoſe Fiſheries 


being their gteateſt Nurſery for Seamen, 


the French, of late Years, kabing ſeldom 

fewer than Six or Seven Hundred Ships, 
moſt of which, from Four to Five Hun 
dred Tons Burden, and the leaſt carrying 
from Forty to Fifty Men each, belides ſe- 
 veral:Thouſands'of Fitnermen, cliphdyed in 
chat 1 N 


% 8 NN 444 1 
5 — 


Ae bots bels the true bee of the 
weed Fiſhery before ihe Com- 
mencement of this War; and as that Fiſh- 
ery may be made of greater Conſequence 
to this Nation, than the Mines of Peru and 
Mexico are to Spain; no Time ſeems more 
proper, than the preſent, for accompliſhing 
this End, left we ſhould not ſucceed in to- 
rally excluding the French from that Trade 
by a Treaty; our Ships ot War having al- 
ready driven all the French Fiſhing Veſſels 
from that Coaſt, and deſtroyed their Hutts 
and Stages: And as we are demoliſhing the 
Fortifications of Louiſburgh it is therefore 
propoſed, to ſend one of the Regiments which 
garriſoned that Place, to the North Part of 

News- 


a. 
Newfwndland, together with all the Mate- 
rials that may be ſaved out of the Works 
of that Fortreſs, in order to build Forts on 
the principal Places where the French had 
their Hutts and Stages from Cape Bonnavi/ta- 
to Point Riche ; all this may be performed 
in Six or Eight Months, there being great 
Plenty of Timber, the propereſt Article for 
building of Forts in that cold Climate; be- 
cauſe Brick or Stone-work would be de- 
ſtroyed by the ſevere Froſts, in the Winter 
Seaſons. There mult alſo be ſent, with the 
Troops, a ſufficient Number of Smiths, 
Sawyers, Carpenters, &c. to carry on the 
different Kinds of Work; and ſome Ships 
of War, to protect them till this is com- 
pleated. 


Whenthe Work is finiſhed, it will be a ſure 
Protection to our Fiſhermen, and oblige the 
French to keep their proper Diſtance, as well 
as totally exclude them from fiſhing on any 
Part of that Coaſt, and effectually prevent 
their ever being able to bring up Seamen to 
man their Fleets, If one of thoſe Regi- 
ments from Louiſburgh cannot be ſpared, 
| three or four of the new-raiſed Independant 

Com- 


C33) 
Companies, together with the Company of 


Miners lately ſent to Cape Breton, may be 
ſofficient 1 this e | 


The French (by | means of their Fiery 
on the North Coaſt of Newfoundland) carry 


on a great Trade with the Efquameau Indians 
that inhabit the vaſt Coaſt of Labradore, 
which is not above Ten Leagues Diſtance 
from the aforeſaid Fiſhery (acroſs the Streights 
of Belleiſie) for Furs, Deer, Elk, Buffalo 
Skins, Gc. and on the Coaſt they have a 


great Whale Fiſhery, and alſo, bring Home 


* 


great Quantities of Maſts, Yards, Spars, 


Fc. for building Ships of War; and ſaw 


vaſt Quantities of Plank, from the Red Pine, 


for their Ship and Boat- building, being the 


beſt in the World for that Purpoſe: Both 


the North Part of Næufoundland, and the 


Coaſt of Labradbre, abound with thoſe 


Materials. 


(32) 
CHO T. Sc R T I T. 


_ may uk be improper to make, on 


Apology, to the Reader, for printing 


theſe Sheets, in the Abſence of Captain 
Williams, They were wrote laſt Year, when 


that Gentleman was in England, and a Copy 
preſented to the Right Honourable the Lords 
Commiſſioners of Trade and Plantations; 


alſo a few of. them were diſtributed amongſt 


his intimate Friends ; when it was. earneſtly 


Wiſhed, that moſt valuable Branch of Trade 
would have been ſeriouſly. conſidered in the 


Houſe of, Commons: and at a Time when 
the ſettling, and ſecuring of our Colonies, 


and Rights of, Treaty. (ſo groſly and ſcan- 


dalouſiy abuſed, before the late War), ought 


to have. been t the grand Buſineſs of Admi- 
niſtration: But, by the Inſtability of our 
People t then employed, who have fjince un- 


dergone almoſt a total Change, thoſe Copies 


may have been loſt, or miſ-laid. Therefore 
Captain Williamss F riend, with whom he 


left the Manuſcript, thinking this the moſt 
proper Time to publiſh and diſperſe it by 
way of Pamphlet; hoping, by that Means, 


it may fall into ſuch Hands as will make a 


Proper 


— 


C3FF 
proper ® Uſe of it; and eſpecially, as the 


Subject is now become, more than ever, an 
intereſting and a moſt ſerious Concern to- 
wards the Welfare, and, I may ſay, Safety, 
of this Kingdom ; the French ſtill continuing 
to make Encroachments on our Fiſheries, 
and ſpiriting up the Indians with conſider- 
able Preſents, and fair Promiſes, of which 
we have lately had many publick and pri- 
vate Accounts from that Part of the World. 
An Extract of a Letter from a Perſon of 
undoubted Veracity, dated at St. John's, 
Newfoundland, the 28th of October laſt, 
received whilſt the above was in the Preſs, 
| deſerves particular Attention; and may, 
therefore, properly be inſerted here. 


December, Oe | 
1765. ; EC 


* The ſtrict Adherence to Truth, in this Work, 
will, it is hoped, ſufficiently apologize for Want of the 
Embelliſhments of an Author, as it is an Affair of Bu- 
ſineſs, and not of Party. | 

+ Encroachments, as appears by the Reports of Mr. 
Palliſer, &c. &c. 

Tais Extract was publiſhed in the Gazetteer of 
Thurſday the 5th Inſtant, and in the Craftſman of the 
7th, becauſe it was then uncertain in what Time this 
1 >amplict might eppear. 


F Extract? 
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Extract of a LETTER from St. John's, New- 
foundland, October 28, 1765. 


cc Pear Sir, „ 

Wrote you Word, ſome Time ago, that 
about 300 of the Nova Scotia or Mick- 
mack Indians had got over to this Iſland, 
and had landed in the Bay of Deſpair, to 

the Weſtward; and we did ſuppoſe they 

were making the beſt of their Way to the 
French at their two Iſlands, Miquelon and 
St. Peter's: Since which, I am informed 
that about 150 Acadions, who did not chuſe 
to take the Oaths, are gone and ſettled at 
Miquelon don't you ſee what all this tends 
to? Is it not clear that the French are uſing 
every Stratagem to make the Indians believe 
that they will ſtill be able to ſupport them? 
And do they not take every Opportunity of 
ſhewing their Men of War as far up the Ri- 
ver St. Laurence as po ble? All the French 
Men of War were loaded with Goods of 
various Kinds, ſome Part of which was for 
Preſents for the Indians, and the reſt to 
ſmuggle for our Fiſh, Their Men of War 
were often ſcen on the Banks by our Fiſher- 
men; then they diſappcared for a Time; 
and 


E 


and nobody could ſay where they were gone, 
notwithſtanding our Men of War did every 
Thing that could be done in ferretting of 
them from Place to Place. 


If proper Care is not taken of us, this 
Fiſhery muſt be loſt; and we, in a little 
Time, fall a Sactifice. . 


I know the Opinion of many of the great 
People at Home, that our Men of War will 
be ſufficient to protect us ; but I will venture 
to (ay, that all the Men of War in England 
cannot do it whilſt the French Settilethents 
are ſo near us. 


The Weather will not permit the Men of 
War to keep the Seas late, nor even to lie in 
the Harbours in Safety; that is the Time 
the French and Indians will make their In- 
curſions, and deſtroy us: And I ſay, that 
nothing but reſpectable Garriſons with Land 
Forces will keep them in Awe :---You know 
that theſe have always been my Sentiments.“ 
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